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Connecting 
warriors and their 
family members to 
resources and 
opportunities.
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A message from
Upstate Warrior Solution
In November 2022, Upstate Warrior Solution will celebrate a decade of serving our local veterans and 
their families. Ten years ago, we set out to connect with warriors, lead them through the process of 
self-empowerment, and inspire the community to embrace them as valuable neighbors. To date, we’ve 
connected with over 8,500 warriors, provided services for the prevention of unemployment, suicide, and 
homelessness, and built a robust network of partners who holistically support our warriors’ transition into 
civilian life.

I’m pleased to share that later this year our work will begin a new phase with the opening of the Rupert 
Huse Veteran Center. This innovative space will bring a range of partners under one roof for a one-stop 
shop for veteran services. Read more about our efforts to support this exciting new project on Page 7. 

We could not be more honored to serve our warriors nor more eager to see what the next decade brings as 
we partner together to ensure our veterans have the resources needed to thrive in our community! 

With gratitude,
Mastin M. Robeson
MajGen, USMC (Ret.)
Chairman of the Board
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Board of Directors
Chairman of the Board
Mastin Robeson
Major General U.S. Marine Corps (Ret.)
President, TRG Solutions

Vice Chair
Richard Hagins
Commander, U.S. Navy (Ret.)
CEO, US&S

General Counsel & Secretary
Todd R. Flippin
U.S. Army Veteran
Associate Attorney, Holcombe Bomar PA

Treasurer & Sustainability Chair
E. Smyth McKissick, III
Chairman, Alice Company

Audit Chair
William M. Webster, IV
Board of Directors,
Upstate Affiliate, Prisma Health

Endowment Chair
Jim DeMint
Chairman, Conservative Partnership Institute

Compliance Chair
Amy Kissam-Sands
Clinical Research Executive

Spartanburg Community Action Board Liaison
Marianna Habisreutinger
Spartanburg Community Leader

Greenville Community Action Board Liaison
Tee Hooper
U.S. Army Veteran
Chairman, Find Great People

Anderson Community Action Board Liaison
Dan Cooper
Director of Economic Development
Tri-County Technical College

Oconee Community Action Board Liaison
Debbie DuBose
Former Foundation Director, Oconee Medical Center

Pickens  Community Action Board Liaison
Tracy Swinney
Director of Football Security
Clemson University

Lillian Brock Flemming
Greenville City Council Member,
District 2

Darwin Simpson
Major General, S.C. Army National Guard (Ret.)
Former Director,
Spartanburg Downtown Memorial Airport

Craig Brown
Owner & President,
The Greenville Drive

Paul Sparks
U.S. Marine Corps Veteran
Co-Founder & Managing Partner,
Insignis Partners

Michael Fee
Owner and Special Advisor,
The Reliable Automatic Sprinkler Co, Inc.

Greg Hall
U.S. Marines Corps Veteran
Insurance & Entrepreneurship Executive

Director Emeritus
Michael Riordan
U.S. Marine Corps Veteran
Retired Healthcare Executive

Director Emeritus
John W. Kittredge
Justice,
South Carolina State Supreme Court

Director Emeritus
Ambassador David Wilkins
Partner,
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP

President
Charlie Hall
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve
Upstate Warrior Solution
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2022 Community Action Boards

“WITHOUT YOUR WILLINGNESS TO PARTICIPATE AT THE LOCAL LEVEL, 
WE WON’T GET ACROSS THE FINISH LINE WITH OUR MISSION. THANK 

YOU FOR YOUR ENGAGEMENT.”

MASTIN ROBESON, UWS CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

GREENVILLE SPARTANBURGANDERSON PICKENS
Chair

Don Koonce

Community Leader

Governance
Board Liaison

Tee Hooper

FGP International, Inc.

Vice Chair
Bobby Cox

SC House of Representatives

Board Members
Andrew Culbreath

13th Circuit

Solicitor’s Office

Alan Dabney

Greenville County

Veteran Affairs

Dr. Christiana DeGregorie

U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs

George Fletcher

Community Leader

Todd Graham

ScanSource

Paul Howell

Sen. Lindsey Graham

Butch Kirven

Greenville County Council

Kevin McBride

Prisma Health

Tami Miller

Greenville Chamber of

Commerce

Allyson Powell

South State Bank

Dennis Raines

Habitat for Humanity

Bobbie Kennedy-Anderson

U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Stacey Reeves

U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Bryna Seay

13th Circuit

Solicitor's Office, Retired

Howie Thompson

Greenville City

Chief of Police

Paulette Dunn

United Housing Connections

Chair
Ronnie Booth

 Tri-County

Technical College, Retired

Governance
Board Liaison

Dan Cooper
Tri-County

Technical College

Board Members
Eddie Aman

Anderson University

Shawn Boseman
Honea Path Police Dept.

Carol Burdette
United Way of Anderson County

Bill Campbell
Rebuild Upstate

Pam Christopher
Anderson Chamber

of Commerce

Michael Cunningham
AnMed Health

Kathleen Doherty

U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Dale Ellenburg
Military Officers

Assoc. of America

Dalton Freeman
HMR Veterans Services, Inc.

Sherry Martell

U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Howard Murphy
Anderson University

Matt Muth
Anderson County Veteran Affairs

Terence Roberts
City of Anderson

Jim Stewart
Chief of Police

Druanne White
White Davis &

White Law Firm

Angela Wilson
Habitat for Humanity

Chair
Craig Burnette

Community Leader

Governance
Board Liaison

Marianna Habisreutinger
Community Leader

Vice Chair
Carol Mabry

Community Leader

Board Members
Jay Bearden

Spartanburg Regional

Healthcare System

Derrick Bulsa
7th Circuit Solicitor’s Office

Loreta Dylgieri
SC School for the

Deaf and the Blind

Joe Lesesne
Community Leader

Wofford College

Peter Moore
Community Leader

Travelle Moseley
Operation Rehabilitation

Chris Pfohl
Warriors Once Again

Beth Rutherford
SPIHN

Betsy Sikma
Milliken & Company

Simon Stricklen
Wofford College

Darien Swenson
Wells Fargo

Brent Cobb
Spartanburg County Veteran Affairs

Max Hyde
SC House of Representatives

Chair
Larry Martin

SC State Senate, Retired

Governance
Board Liaison
Tracy Swinney

Clemson University

Board Members
Rick Clark

Pickens County Sheriff

Kathleen Doherty

U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Sherry Harris
Pickens County Veterans Affairs

Kandy Kelley
Pickens County Coroner

Britni McCall
13th Circuit

Solicitor’s Office

Sara Morrell

U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs

Don Oglesby
Homes of Hope

Jeremy Price
United Way of Pickens County

Tom Von Kaenel
Purple Heart Homes

Chris Wilson
The Dream Center
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Outcomes & 
Impact

1,317
TOTAL WARRIORS 

SERVED

234
FAMILIES
SERVED

2 0 2 1

Since 2013, we’ve connected to over 8,500 warriors, providing supportive services and creative solutions 
to help them meet their most pressing needs and goals in life. This work is sustained by ongoing 
community support. Together, we are restoring purpose and renewing hope for our warriors and their 
families. Here’s what we accomplished in 2021:

RESTORING PURPOSE
Ryan Flynn faced two common hurdles for 
veterans transitioning out of the military: 
Translating his military experience for civilian 
recruiters and connecting with decision-makers 
who understand the value veterans bring to the 
workforce. Activating our network of resources 
and partnerships, we helped Ryan hone his 
resume, meet pro-veteran employers, and 
ultimately become the special assistant to the 
president of Young Office, a position they created 
for him.

      There’s a lot of trepidation when a guy like 
me gets out of the military after 20 plus years. 

I had no college degree and didn’t know how to communicate the experience that I had. UWS 
really got to know me and gave me the opportunity to meet the right people, people who trust UWS. 
This opened doors for me. To veterans working with UWS through their transition, trust the process; it 
works. -Ryan Flynn
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231
HOUSING
SERVICES

230
HEALTHCARE 

SERVICES

108
FAMILY

SERVICES

65
LEGAL 

ASSISTANCE

137
BENEFITS 

ASSISTANCE

209
BASIC NEEDS 
ASSISTANCE

581
WORKFORCE 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

348
RECREATION 

SERVICES

R E N E W I N G
H O P E
Marine Corps veteran Rich Huggins and his wife 
moved to the Upstate to gain better access 
to VA healthcare. On a fixed income, they 
purchased a 103-year-old home and slowly 
worked through repairs. Leaking windows and no 
heating made the winter of 2021 brutal. Space 
heaters were ineffective and only increased 
their energy bill. After completing the window 
repairs, they approached us for assistance with 
the HVAC. Our team coordinated efforts with 
American Veteran AC and AMEC, LLC to surprise 

the couple with a new HVAC system, moisture barrier installation, and electrical repairs all completed pro bono. 

         The impact UWS has had on our lives was huge. With Parkinson’s Disease, stress plays an important 
part of your overall wellbeing. Being cold all the time was one of our major stressors. UWS put together a 
wonderful team to help us. It was more than we could ever have imagined. -Rich Huggins
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Rupert Huse Veteran Center
Opening 2022!

For a decade, UWS has served our local veterans and their families. Duplicating nothing and partnering with 
everyone, we have built a robust network to partner with us in our mission of serving our community’s veterans. The 
Rupert Huse Veteran Center, opening later this year, will take this collaborative approach to a new level.

The first of its kind in South Carolina, this innovative center will be a hub of veteran services. Public, private, and 
nonprofit partners will join forces with a united goal: creating a welcoming and accessible space for all Upstate 
veterans. 

     On the battlefield, the military pledges to leave no soldier behind. As a nation, let it be our pledge that 
when they return home, we leave no veteran behind. -Dan Lipinski

Every day, UWS strives to embody this principle. Serving our nation’s veterans is our duty and honor. 
Will you join our commitment to leaving no veteran behind?
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Rupert Huse was born in Staten Island, New York 
in 1935. In 1956, he earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Psychology from Union College in Schenectady, New 
York, after attending on a swimming scholarship. That 
same year, Mr. Huse began his professional career of 
32 years with New York Telephone Company, living in 
New York City throughout this time.

In 1958, Mr. Huse volunteered to serve in the US Army 
Reserves. He entered basic training and served at 
Fort Dix, New Jersey, and later as a member of the 
Army Signal Corps at Fort Meade, Maryland. He was 
married for 42 years to Mary Moore Horton Huse, a 
Concord, North Carolina native who he met in New 
York. She was a longtime social worker for the City of 
New York in the Foster Grandparent Program. In 1998, 
the Huses moved to Greenville, South Carolina to be 
near their daughter and her family. 

Before his passing in 2020, Mr. Huse established the Rupert Huse Charitable Fund to benefit the people and 
causes that he held near to his heart. In recognition of the high regard that Mr. Huse held for U.S. veterans, his 
daughter Dorothy Dowe, and son-in-law, Steve Dowe, chose to honor Rupert Huse through a leadership gift to 
Upstate Warrior Solution for the creation of the Rupert Huse Veteran Center.

       My husband, Steve, and I are pleased to pay tribute to my father, Rupert Huse, who served honorably in 
the U.S. Army as he was starting his career and family. Dad evolved to love his time in the military and held 
tremendous respect for our country's veterans throughout his life. We are excited to see Upstate Warrior 
Solution use this gift to create a center to serve our local veterans and their families. -Dorothy Dowe

Rupert Huse
LEGACY
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Justice-Involved Veteran
Outreach Program

For veterans, transitioning back into civilian life is a complicated process. The psychological burdens of war 
combined with the pressure of adapting to civilian life can result in emotional distress and poor judgment. For 
some, this can lead to substantial life disruptions, including incarceration. Our Justice-Involved Veteran Outreach 
Program seeks to bridge the gap for these warriors through government and community collaboration.

UWS is in every detention center in the five Upstate counties working with law enforcement, Veteran Treatment 
Courts, as well as probation, pardon, and parole services in Greenville, Pickens, and Spartanburg Counties. In 2021, 
the program took a major step forward with the hire of a full-time JIVO Advocate, Zachary Goff. 

A post 9/11 Army veteran and UWS Fellowship Program graduate, Goff spends his days coordinating care for 
justice-involved veterans. He visits detention centers, serves as a mentor for veterans in treatment court, and 
responds to referrals from law enforcement before an arrest even takes place. “If we can increase the veteran’s 
stability by addressing their needs early, we have the best chance of preventing incarceration,” Goff says.

Goff brings a unique perspective and passion to his work. “Formerly a justice-involved veteran myself, I’ve 
transformed my own life with the help of programs geared towards helping veterans dealing with these types of 
issues,” he says. “[This role gives] me a platform and a voice to be the change I wish to see in how we better serve 
our community and help justice-involved veterans reclaim the pride once held while in uniform.”

Generating Stability Through Collaboration

In 2021, 233 Justice-Involved Veterans
received life-stabilizing support:

Basic Needs
Housing
Healthcare
Legal Needs

Workforce Development
Benefits
Recreation
Family Services
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Church Partnership Program
While in the military, service members have a sense of purpose and significant spiritual support. Their unit chaplains 
ensure they have access to counseling, family support, spiritual programs, and survivor services. Upon discharge, 
however, this critical support ends, leaving many veterans isolated, disillusioned, and without hope. In 2021, we 
expanded our holistic approach to veteran care by kicking off a new Church Partnership Program to help meet the 
spiritual needs of warriors and their families. 

Managed by former Army chaplain, Ted Hamm, this new program seeks to activate and resource the local 
church community in support of our veterans. “With the Church Partnership Program, we are building a network 
of churches to reach and serve our community’s veterans,” Hamm says. “As churches reach out to bless their 
communities, a liaison or small group in the church works with me to consider how they may add an element of 
veteran outreach.”

Since jump-starting the program in September of 2021, Hamm has connected with dozens of church leaders. “The 
response to the program from the church community has been overwhelmingly positive,” Hamm says. “Our network 
of liaisons is growing, and together we’re developing avenues of outreach to veterans within those churches, 
including book studies, recovery groups, and volunteer opportunities. The momentum is tangible, and every church 
in the Upstate is invited to join the effort.”

Serving the Spiritual Needs of Our Warriors

            The momentum is tangible, and every church in the Upstate is invited to join the effort. – Ted Hamm, 
Church Partnership Program Manager
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Financial Report
2 0 2 1

Program
Management
Fundraising

Grants
Individual donations
Fundraising events
Corporate donations
Donated goods and services
Investment income
Sublease

Revenue
$1,845,133

Expense
$1,563,890

UWS was selected as a 2021 Angel Charity by the South 
Carolina Secretary of State. Angel Charities are selected 
by review of financial reports submitted annually to the 
State, as well as by nominations from the public. UWS 
was recognized for having devoted 90% of our total 
expenditures to charitable programs, making good use 
of volunteer services, receiving minimal funding from 
grants, as well as other criteria. We are proud of this 
recognition and the hard work of our staff and volunteers 
in the service of our veterans!
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Donor Recognition
Craig and Vicki Brown

Ellison S. and Noel P. McKissick Foundation
Fairway Ford, Inc.

First Lieutenant P.F. Cureton, Jr. Foundation
Jim and Kit Pearce Endowment

Jolley Foundation
Paul and Darlene Sparks

Rupert Huse Charitable Fund
Skip Sands and Amy Kissam-Sands

Steve Mack
The Timmons Family

The Daniel-Mickel Foundation

Bo Aughtry
Ellis Pearce

F. W. Symmes Foundation
John and Sherry Bearden
Michael and Melanie Fee

Tee and Sherry Hooper
Vincent and Joan Cialdella

William Webster

Bev Griffin
Brooks and Joan Fortune Family Foundation

Jason G. Pike Fund
Matt and Virginia Alexander

Nancy McCreight
Neale Family Foundation

Prisma Health
Robert B. Forsyth

Russell Smart and Gail Fortner
The Wayne and Pauline Thrift Family Foundation

W.W. Burgiss Charities, Inc.

Bobby and Karen McCreight
Dabo’s All In Team Foundation

Daniel and Cathleen Hall
Holly McKissick

Home Depot # 1119
John and Kelli Tripoli

Lydia Kellett
Randy and Marian McCreight, Jr.

The Robert B. and Ruth K. Lee Foundation
Tim Reed

We’re moving closer to our goal of 
$6MM and invite the community’s 

help to make the Rupert Huse 
Veteran Center a reality! 

Capital Campaign Progress

GOAL: $6MM

$4.6MM cash 
and pledges

Rupert Huse Veteran Center
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|  $10K-$15K

3M Foundation
Aaron’s
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Buncombe Street United Methodist Church
Carolina Christian Bassmasters
Darwin and Bonnie Simpson
First Presbyterian Church
Fox Run Country Club
Gary and Adele Seymore
IPS Packaging
Jack and Gretchen Klein

JM Smith Foundation
Joe Thomason
John and Sherry Bearden
K. Todd and Gina Hyneman
Linda Lilly
Marianna and Roger Habisreutinger
Maureen Johannigman
Michael Fee
Michael and Heather Bailey
Mobile Communications America, Inc
Pat and Kay Fitzsimmons

Pebble Creek Country Club
Rob and Kristen Eller
Robert Rain
Smart Family Foundation
TD Charitable Foundation
The Abney Foundation
The Spartanburg County Foundation
The Wayne and Pauline Thrift Family 
Foundation
Tripp and Elizabeth Davis

| $5K-$10K

| $2.5K-$5K
America’s Auto Auction Greenville
American Vets Group Foundation, Inc.
Andy and Lynne Falatok

Baughman Family Foundation
Borderlands Comics & Games
Cliffs Club Services

Contec
Fravel Real Estate LLC
HMR Veterans Services, Inc.

to our contributors!

Alpha Tau Omega
Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation
Bob Woodruff Foundation
Boeing Company
Brooks and Joan Fortune Family Foundation
Carl Hayden Trust
Cintas Corporation
County of Spartanburg
Duke Energy Foundation
Greenville County Redevelopment Authority
Holiday Sunshine Fund

Jean Varat
Jolley Foundation
Lockheed Martin
Prisma Health
SC CARES
South Carolina Charities, Inc.
The Fullerton Foundation, Inc.
Todd and Angye Stone
United Way of Greenville County
Wells Fargo Foundation

|  Over $15K

Thank you

Skip Sands and Amy Kissam-Sands
Cliffs Valley Residents Outreach, Inc.
Eastwood Charitable Fund
Ellison S. and Noel P. McKissick Foundation
Eva Epps
Jim and Debbie DeMint
Mastin and Nancy Robeson

Michael and Susan Riordan
Milliken & Company Charitable Foundation
Network Controls
North American Rescue
Northwestern Mutual Mcbee Ave 
Wealth Advisors
The Alfred Moore Foundation

The Fishermens Fund
United Way of Anderson County
United Way of Pickens County
Vincent and Joan Cialdella
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Jeff Russo
Joe Deehan 
Kayla Pursley
Matthew Beharrysingh
Milliken & Company
Morrow Legacy Foundation

Paul and Sara Lehner
Paula Baker
Pigott Family Foundation 
Powdersville Self Storage
Raymond James and Associates, Inc.
Rita Macdonald

The Blood Connection, Inc.
Timothy J. Reed Charitable Fund
Tony and Mary Delgado
United Community Bank Foundation
Utility Partners of America

|  $1K - $2.5K
AMEC, LLC
America’s Warrior Partnership
Amy and Jason Johnston
Anderson County Schools
Applya Corporation
Benson Hyundai
Bigbinz
Billy Webster
Bob & Charlotte Otto
Breakaway Honda
Brian Blackburn
Brookstone Country Club
Brookwood Community Church
Carolyn & David Pritchard
Charles Moseley
Charles Koehler
Christine Brice Stevenson Community 
Charitable Trust 
Craig and Vicki Brown
Cyclebar - Greenville
Daniel and Cathleen Hall
David and Susan Wilkins
Dick Brooks Honda
Don Bireley
Donald and Nancy Sampson
Drake Bagwell
Dreamyard Sports
DuPont
Edmund Nagem, Jr.
Elite Auto Mall
Eric Timko
Find Great People
Fire-Dex, LLC.
Gayle Key (H & N Morgan Foundation, 
Inc.)

Glassy Mountain Cigar Group
Greyrock Accounting
Hariett A. Ballenger Trust
Highlands Chiropractic
Ingram Micro
Insurgent Crew Motorcycle Club
Jack and Molly Fitzpatrick
James Bernstein
Jason Raines
Jean Schmidt
Jen Walraven
Jim Ghrist
John H. Thompson
Karen Fountain
Keller Williams Palmetto
KW Beverage
Lake Keowee Chrysler Jeep Dodge
LyonJay
Magna Mirrors of America
Marchant Company, Inc.
Marion Lee Powell
Medals of America
Metromont Corporation
Michael Talbert
Michael Connor
Military Order of The Purple Heart 
Chapter 845
Nancy McCreight
National Society of Colonial Dames of 
America-SC 
NewRez, LLC.
Northwestern Mutual
OOBE
Palmetto House Republican Women
Pitts Toyota

Render Family Foundation
Resurgent Capital Services
Rich Hagins
Richard Burgess
Rick and Anna Gray Phillips
Robert Atkins
Ronan O’Sullivan
Rucker & Associates
Scott Tennant
Seana & Dwight McPherson
Sonny and Jean Graves
Spartanburg Chrysler Jeep Dodge
Susan Hamm
SYNNEX Corporation
TaylorMade Golf Company
Tee and Sherry Hooper
The Charles and Audrey Linke Fund
The Maddrey Foundation
The Raymond E. and Ellen F. Crane 
Foundation
The Rose and Walter Montgomery 
Foundation
Tina and Tommy Guthke
Tom O’Connor
Tom Patrick
Tony Land
Trusco Inc.
United Way Suncoast
Upstate Carolina Adaptive Golf
Upstate Speakeasy
Veterans Bridge Home
Walker Higgins Associates Wealth
Management
Walmart
Westlake Imports
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CONNECT.
LEAD.

Inspire.


